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is held which, like the others, consists of unison
prayers. Our sect is gregarious, not individua-
listic and meditative/'
Abbess Seikan said she maintains her temple
on money sent to her by the head Jodo temple in
Kyoto, parishioners' gifts, and fees from funerals
and prayers.
Just at this point the Abbess's hiccups became
too much for her and fearing lest her dignity be
disrupted she retired leaving Koen behind to
finish the conversation,
"I like being a nun/' confessed Koen. "I
sew and pray and seldom wonder what is going
on in the outside world* Several times I have
visited my home and many times I go out of the
temple grounds, b^t always with a companion.
Life is so complete and well ordered that we soldom
long for any other. Occasionally, however, a
nun has broken her vows and gotten married. In
such an event she is not expelled. We go to
heaven through faith and are not kept out by sin,"
she added seriously.
Koen, whose name means circle of light, then
began to explain the meaning of the temple crests.
She led the way to tfce left wing of the nunnery as
she talked. As we walked, we passed many great
cases filled with familv tablets and several boxes